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all the coast between here and Nombre de Dios; nor is this latter a
safe harbour the most of the year. Moreover, it would have entailed
notable loss upon Your Majesty's vassals who reside here, for with
their women and children they were scattered in flight in the bush
and through the woods, where they must all have perished and died
if, when the rainy season set in, they failed to find this city standing,
whither to return to their houses.
After many demands had been made and countered, and negotia-
tions carried on, the ransom was agreed upon at 107,000 ducats. To
raise this sum the governor came to us for 1200 bars of silver (p. 2)
left in our custody in Your Majesty's strong box by Ger6nimo de
Ojeda's ship which was driven in here out of Don Antonio Osorio's
fleet. On receipt of the first news we had of this enemy's approach
we had removed this bullion into safety, along with papers and
royal account books. After the enemy took the city these had been
conveyed to an Indian village called Turbaco and were in the
governor's house there because it was the safest place.
We replied that we had not Your Majesty's order to deliver these
bars and protested against his taking them for the ransom, or
touching them. Your Majesty will see what writs were issued and
protests made in the matter, as appears in the records which we
forward.1 By force and against our will, while he had us in prison,
alleging that it was for the good of Your Majesty's service, he took
this silver on loan, that the burghers and owners of houses might
redeem them and repay the amount to Your Majesty by Christmas
of this year of'86.
The loss of the galleys has been sharply felt for they were the de-
fence and security of this city and of all this coast and its settlements.
Except against a royal armada as powerful as the fleet this corsair
brought, they suffice to protect Cartagena and to keep the coast free
of enemies. When there were no galleys traffic was impossible
between this place and Nombre de Dios, Veragua, Santa Marta,
Rio de la Hacha and all other points on this coast; and this must be
so again. The royal revenues will lose much, for all this coastwise
trade (which is of much importance) will come to an end, unless
Your Majesty provide a remedy promptly, since the burghers and
merchants do not sleep safe even in their own beds. Most of them
are endeavouring to adjust and dispose of their affairs to leave
1 These records accompany the document translated and are dated Turbaco,
March 21, 1586. The high sheriff having cast them into the public jail, the royal
officials are moved by the governor's demand to lend His Majesty's silver to the
citizens, who will bind themselves to repay it as stated.